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By Ryan Laskodi

Harnet Sxtfl

Recently on

campus there

trying to get signatures for a petition
that would legalize marijuana in the
state of California.

This was one of many incidences
that recently opened up my mind
as to how much Califbr:rian's care
about this issue. I knew it was a hot
issue, but I never realized how major
it is to a lot of the population.

I'm not here to taik about how
marijuana is immoral or anything
like that, but what is cr.rrious about
is this why are Califbrnian's so
passionate about this topic?

Let's take a look at some other
major issues facing the world; The
wars in the Middie East, the conflict
in Dartur, the Lord's Resistance
Army in Uganda kidnapping
children and turning them into
soldiers., World Hunger, Poverty,
Rape, Drunk Driving, the broken
child welfare system, child abuse,
domestic vioience, and this list
could just go on and on.

Why aren't people more
passionate about these issues? These
are issues that aff'ect t-ellow human
beings. Why don't we pressure
politicians to help fix these issues?

It's a little selfish. There are all
these problems in the world that
people can pressure politicians to
do something about, but nobody
seems to really care much about
these other issues.

Who essentially bene0ts from
legalizing marijuana? The only thing
to think of is it will help stimulate
the economy. But other than that
the only benefit it will have is that
people will be able to smoke legally
and that seems pretty selfish,

The most cofilmon excuse for
not wanting to tackle more gripping
issues is "we cant' do anything
about it."

The people of California are
actually the reason why Proposition
215 passed. Proposition 215 was
the initiative that made medicinal
rnarijuana legal. The peopie wanted
it legal, and in 1996 they had their
chance. It passed with 55.6 percent
of the votes. This just goes to show
that the people can make a change if
they really want t0.


